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The challenge

#OralHealthIsHealth

• ONE-THIRD of Americans don’t have dental 
insurance.

• Uninsured and publicly insured adults make up 
70% of all emergency department visits for a 
dental problem.

• 321 MILLION lost hours of work and school
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Why produce this report now?

Oral health problems are widespread but inequitably 
distributed, causing unjust and preventable suffering.

The structural racism, environmental injustice, and 
financial barriers that affect health care are most 
striking in oral health.

The past year has shone a light on the urgent need for 
change. Yet this moment will be incomplete if oral 
health is ignored.

We hope this report helps pave a path forward.

#OralHealthIsHealth
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How was the report developed?
GOAL: Highlight exemplary cases of oral health 
integration to inform policy and practice. 

• Review the evidence in published studies and grey literature 
spanning settings, payer types, and degrees of integration. 

• Convene Advisory Group of diverse experts to assess the evidence 
and inform the report’s findings and recommendations. 

• Draft report with multi-stakeholder input and joint review, 
structured by the Shared Principles of Primary Care.

#OralHealthIsHealth
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PCC
Advisory 
Group

Lynda Flowers, JD, MSN, RN | AARP
Dean Fry, DDS | Humana
Anita Glicken, MSW (chair) | National Interprofessional Initiative

on Oral Health
Ann Greiner, MCP | Primary Care Collaborative
Judith Haber, PhD, APRN, FAAN | NYU College of Nursing
Lawrence Hill, DDS, MPH | American Association for Community

Dental Programs
Alan Morgan, MPA | National Rural Health Association
Cheryl Parcham, MSW | Families USA
Russ Phillips, MD | Center For Primary Care (Harvard Medical

School)
Jason Roush, DDS | Association of State and Territorial Dental

Directors
Ann Salamone, DDS | New York Hotel Trades Council
Hugh Silk, MD, MPH, FAAFP | University of Massachusetts

Medical School
Howard Straker, EdD, PA, MPH | George Washington University
Capt. Pamella Vodicka | HRSA
Marko Vujicic, PhD | American Dental Association (Health Policy

Institute)

#OralHealthIsHealth
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The Shared Principles as a Framework

#OralHealthIsHealth



7

Examples of 
innovations in…

#OralHealthIsHealth

Early Childhood Caries Prevention Program 

Oregon
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Examples of 
innovations in…

#OralHealthIsHealth
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Examples of 
innovations in…

• Put Marshfield logo here

#OralHealthIsHealth

Seattle

Albuquerque
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Learning 
from PCMH 
and 
Behavioral 
Health 
Integration

#OralHealthIsHealth
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Toward enduring health justice

Expand oral health coverage and 
access

Align oral health and primary care 
with new payment models

Grow the oral health workforce

#OralHealthIsHealth
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